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Finding “Pearls” in the SOLs
This was a banner year for Pearl Schools! We added nine new schools and now 

have a total of 58 schools that proudly display the Pearl Schools Banner. Some 
schools accomplish this by taking part in large programs like “Oyster Gardening” or 
“Growing Wetlands in the Classroom,” while others build and maintain gardens on 
their school grounds. Still others add sustainability and environmental education to 
their lesson plans, thus adding Pearl School Points just by teaching the Virginia Beach 
curriculum. Three such schools are highlighted below:

OCEAN LAKES HIGH SCHOOL

For the teachers and students at Ocean Lakes HS, getting the Pearl School Award is a 
school-wide project that cuts across many disciplines and ties in nicely with the SOLs 
and Virginia Beach Objectives.

The teachers at OLHS have found that they can earn points by being a little creative 
in the way they teach their classes, and by using recycled and repurposing materials 
in their activities. The PE classes re-used materials to build sustainable cities, clothing 
and accessories; while the Fashion Marketing teacher had students use recyclables 
and trash to design and model outfits at the “Lynnhaven Mall Trashion Show.” Advanced Art and 
Sculpting classes used old chairs for an art project and other art classes made use of magazines for 
self-portrait collages.

Like many schools, Ocean Lakes took on the challenge to educate staff and students about what 
should and should not be in recycling bins. They went one step further by enlisting the help of 
the Special Education students to carry out the Green Cup Recycle Challenge. During the four-
week Challenge, the school competed for Bin Points by “recycling right” – improving recycling 
compliance rates and decreasing contamination. Bonus Points could be earned for additional 
waste reduction efforts such as composting or paperless communications. Weekly bin surveys 
provided instant feedback on recycling efforts and gave them an opportunity to hone their math 
and writing skills in a real world situation.

For many years Ocean Lakes High School’s AP Environmental and Earth Science teachers have 
used the wetland plants from the Growing Wetlands in the Classroom as a teaching tool. This year, Laura Woods (AP 
Environmental) decided to take the program to a new level by having her students use the plants to solve a problem 
dealing with storm water management. The students built a floating wetland to place in a containment pond at the 
Hampton Roads Sanitation District (HRSD). With help from HRSD and LRNow, the PVC pipe platform is making use of 
wetland plants to clean and filter the water in this pond. Continued on page 2
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LANDSTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Thanks to the efforts of their mentor, Brent Horner, from Landstown HS 
and the hard work of all the staff and students, we are proud to welcome 
the addition of Landstown Middle School as a Pearl School. Landstown 
has added a special room to their school called the STEM room. This 
room is stocked with old appliances and computers that the students can 
disassemble and reassemble. These appliances, that normally would be 
filling the landfill, are giving students a chance to learn first-hand the 
scientific principles that make them work, helping them to master skills 
needed to succeed in the 21st century and encouraging the students to become 
creative thinkers. In another part of the building, Art students made use of old 
newspapers and other trash to create a way to educate students about trash that 
pollutes our waterways.

During Landstown’s S2 Night-Sustainability and STEM Night, students showed off 
their projects that work to promote a culture of sustainability and incorporate 
engineering design processes. This included their robotics team, the Earth Savers Club 
and a “Trashion Show.”

With students taking part in the Tidewater Science Fair, Save the Bay Day, 
on-going recycling efforts and Adopt-A-Spot, it was easy for Landstown MS 
to get all the points they needed to become one of our newest Pearl Schools. 
Congratulations!

BROOKWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Brookwood ES became a Pearl School for the first time last year. This year 
they continued as a Pearl School by weaving sustainability and environmental 
education across the disciplines and the grade levels. Kindergarteners learn 
to reuse their milk cartons as planters, and used them to plant flowers to give 
their families on Mother’s Day.

The Art teacher created lessons plans that incorporated the use of re-useable materials and natural materials. Such 
projects included:

•  Kindergarteners making,”biodegradable snowmen” from cornstarch and packing peanuts

•  First graders learning about the ”Ecosystem of a Garden” and then painting with natural paints made from berries

•  Chinese New Year’s dragon puppets were made from trash from the cafeteria

•  4th graders created cardboard animal sculptures

Students in the Music classes learn to make instruments 
from cast-offs. They used brake drums for percussion and 
paper towel tubes to make shakers.

Grades 1-5 read books and did projects dealing with the 
three Rs (Reducing, Reusing and Recycling) and then 
adding the 4th R (Reinventing) to the list.

The fourth graders took part in “Blue Money,” a 
multi-discipline unit on sustainability that combined 
information literacy, math, science and social studies skills 
to explore sustainability issues in major river systems.

Lastly, the end of the school year was celebrated by 
having a Pizza Garden Party using herbs grown by the 
students in their garden.

As you can see, Pearl School Points can be earned just by teaching with a little imagination and infusing lessons with 
real world experiences that teach the importance of taking care of the resources we have been given. “Being Green” 
and “Sustainability” may just seem like current buzz words, but for 58 schools in Virginia Beach, they are deeply 
embedded in the way they teach and act, both inside and outside their school grounds.

NEW PEARL HOMES
JUNE 16, 2014-DECEMBER 31, 2014

We surpassed our goal of 2014 Pearl Homes by the end of 2014! The winner of the new 
Pearl Home drawing for tickets to our 2015 Oyster Roast is BRIAN BECKSTED of Kings Grant. 

Congratulations to Brian and to all of our new Pearl Homes. If your flag is faded or torn,  
please bring it in to our office and we will give you a bright and shiny new one.
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